Landau-Kleffner syndrome (acquired epileptic aphasia) in a Nigerian child.
Epilepsy is one of the commonest disorders presenting the neurological clinics in developing countries. There are attendant complications especially in untreated or poorly treated cases. In this article, we report an uncommon complication known as Landau-Kleffner syndrome in a Nigerian girl. The syndrome, typically seen in children consists of an acquired aphasia frequently associated with clinical seizures and paroxysmal electroencephalographic (EEG) accompaniment. There had been no adequate neuropathlogical correlations to explain the symptomatology; thus, various forms of pathogenesis have been ascribed to the syndrome. The clinical seizure is easily controlled by an antiepileptic; but speech recovery is variable, and this is usually poor in cases presenting one or two years after onset.